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Chap. 3

CHAPTER 3

An Act to establish the Ministry of Treasury,
Economics and Intergovernmental Affairs
Assented to April 7th, 1972
Session f>rorOJ!,Ufd December 15th, 1972

H

ER :VIAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of
the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario,
enacts as follO\vs:
1. In this Act,
(a) "appropriation" means an authority to pay money

out of UH: Consolidated Revenue Fund;

(b) "Consolidated Revenue Fund" means the aggregate
of all public moneys that arc on deposit at the
credit of the Treasurer or in the name of any agency
of the Crown approved by the Lieutenant Governor
in Council;
(c) "Deputy Treasurer" ml:ans the Deputy Treasurer of
Ontario and Deputy Jiinister of Economics and Intergovernmental Affairs;
(d) "fiscal year" means the period from the 1st day of

April in one year to the 31st day of March in the
next year ;
(e) "minister" means a member of tlH: Executive Council;

(f) "ministry" means a ministry of the Government of
Ontario and includes a board, commission, authority,
corporation and any other agency of the Government
of Ontario;

(g) "municipality" means the corporation of a county,
city, town, village, township or improvement district
and includes a local board thereof and a board, commission or other local authority exercising any power
\.vith respect to municipal affairs or purpos('S, inrluding school purposes, in an unorganized township
or unsurveyed territory ;
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(h) "public money" means all money belonging to Ontario
received or collected by the Treasurer or by any other
public officer or by any person authorized to receive
and collect such money and includes,

(i) special funds of Ontario and the income and
revenue therefrom,
(ii) revenues of Ontario,
(iii) money raised by way of loan by Ontario or
received by Ontario through the issue and sale
of securities, and
(iv) money paid to Ontario for a special purpose;
(i) "public officer" includes a minister and a person
employed in a ministry;

(j) "Treasurer" means the Treasurer of Ontario and
Minister of Economics and Intergovernmental Affairs.
2. The departments of the public service known as the
.
Department of Treasury and Economics and the Department
f
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Departments
continued as
Ministry of
Treasury,
Economics

Treasurer

3. The Treasurer shall preside over and have charge of the
Ministry and has power to act for and on behalf of the
Ministry.

Duties of
Treasurer

4.-(t) The Treasurer shall direct and control the Ministry
of Treasury, Economics and Intergovernmental Affairs, recommend to the Executive Council financial, economic, accounting
and taxation policy, advise on intergovernmental affairs, supervise, direct and control all financial, economic, statistical and
accounting functions and manage the Consolidated Revenue
Fund and all public money .

Idem

. (2) The Treasurer shall exercise general oversight over municipal institutions and their administration and such special
oversight and powers in relation thereto as are provided in or
under the authority of this or any other general or special
Act, but nothing herein shall be deemed to divest the Ontario
Municipal Board of any jurisdiction or powers conferred on it
by this or any other Act.

Administration of Act

(3) The Treasurer is responsible for the administration of
this Act and the Acts that are assigned to him by the
Legislature or by the Lieutenant Governor in Council.
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5.- ( 1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council shall appoint ~~E~stifrer
a Deputy Treasurer of Ontario and Deputy }finister of
Economics and Intergovernmental Affairs to be the deputy
head of the Ministry of Treasury, Economics and Intergovernmental Affairs.
(2) Under the direction of the Treasurer, the Deputy~~~~%of
Treasurer shall perform such duties as the Treasurer may TJ'casurer
assign or delegate to him.

Delegation
(3) Any power or duty conferred on the Treasurer by this or of
powers
any other Act may be delegated by him to the Deputyan~.ctuties
'·[' .
f "[ reasury, of lreasurer
T reasurer or to any offi cer o f t h e !V 1mstry o
Economics and Intergovernmental Affairs who may act for
him in his place and stead, and when the Deputy Treasurer or
such other officer acts in the place and stead of the Treasurer.
it shall be presumed conclusively that he acted in accordance
with such delegation.
6. The responsibility for the conduct of the financial businessft~8J.'.7f~\:'~~-d
of each ministry shall rest with the head of the ministry, and or minist,.y
the accounts, before being recommended to the Treasurer for
payment, shall be checked and examined in dc~tail and certified
as correct in every respect and allowed and passed by the
proper officers of the ministry.
7. The Treasurer may make such recommendations to the~r:;•urcr
Management Board of Cabinet as he considers appropriaterecommcnd
standaJ'dS
with respect to accounting controls and accounting standards
to be attained by a ministry prior to the application of
'Section 8 and to be maintained by a ministry.
8. The Lieutenant Governor in Council, on the recom-Application
•
•
of A u dit A ct
mendatton of the Treasurer and with the concurrence of the
Management Board of Cabinet, may designate the ministries
to which sections 6, 7, 8, 10, 15 and clause ca of subsection 1 of
section 20 of The Audit A ct shall not apply.
~-~ 0· 1970·
9.-(1) The certificate or order of the Attorney
or Prorayme~t
. General
.
specia1
Deputy Attorney General that a sum of money is reqmred to cases
be paid out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund on account of
the investigation, detection or punishment of any offence
against the laws of Ontario or of Canada, or on account of
special services or disbursements in connection with inquests,
or any purpose connected with the administration of justice in
either civil or criminal matters, is suflicient authority for the
issuing of a cheque by the Treasurer for the amount named
in the certificate or order, and the officer or other person to
whom the cheque is issued shall account to the Attorney
General for the proper disbursement of the amount received
by such officer or other person.
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C't>rtillcate
of Attorney
General or
Deputy
Attorney
General

(2) The certificate of the Attorney General or Deputy
Attorney General that any moneys received by any officer
or other person under this section have been duly accounted
for is final and conclusive and the account shall not b_e
subject t o any further examination.

Issue of
cheques may
be withheld

10.- (1) The Treasurer may withhold the issue of a cheque
for the payment of public money if he has reason to believe
that there is no authority for the payment.

Reference
to Management Board
of Cabinet

(2) When the issue of a cheque has been withheld under
subsection 1, the Treasurer or the minister responsible may
refer the matter to the Management Board of Cabinet for
d etermination.

Information
and access
to records

l l. Every ministry of the public service shall furnish the
Treasurer with such information regarding its powers, duties,
activities, organization, financial transactions and methods of
business as he from time to time requires, and the Treasurer
shall have access to all books, accounts, financial records, reports,
files and other papers, things or property belonging to or in
use by the ministry and shall be afforded every facility for
verifying transactions with the balances or securities held by
depositaries, fiscal agents or custodians.

Fiscal year

12.-( 1) The Public Accounts shall cover the fiscal year.

Estimates

(2) All estimates submitted to the Legislature shall be for
services coming in course of payment during the fiscal year.

Lapse of
appropriations

(3) All balances of appropriations that remain unexpended
at the end of a fiscal year shall lapse, except that during the
period of thirty days next following the end of such fiscal
year there may be paid out of any appropriation an amount
not exceeding the unexpended balance of the appropriation
for t h e p urpose of discharging any debt that was incurred
during su ch fiscal year, and the expenditure may be charged
in the accounts of such fiscal year, but any debts that remain
unpaid at the end of the period of thirty days next following
the end of such fiscal year shall be paid out of the appropriation
for the ensuing fiscal y ear.

Preparation
of Public
Accounts

13. The P ublic Accounts for the 1971- 72 fiscal year and
subsequent years sh all b e prepared under the direction qf the
Treasurer and shall be delivered t o the Lieutenant Governor
in Council an d laid before t he Assemb ly not later than the
tenth day of the first session held in the following calendar
year.
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14. N"otwithstanding anything in this Act, whenever ther~fh~;.r;,~d
Assembly has concurred in the report of the Committee of by Assembly
Supply recommending the passing of any estimates, the
Lieutenant Governor in Council may authorize the payment
of any items of expenditure so concurred in.
15. Every person who is to examine the accounts or~eac~~gr
inquire into the affairs of any ministry pursuant to this Act
Y
shall be required to comply with any security requirements
applicable to, and to take any oath of secrecy required to be
taken by. persons employed in that ministry.
16. For. any of the
purposes
of the Ministry or of any Act rnqmry
f 0 w':'rs of
•
, ,
or regulat10n that it adm1msters, the Deputy Treasurer and
such of the officers of the .Ministry as are authorized by the
Lieutenant Governor in Council have the powers of a
commission under Part II of The Public Inquiries Act, J97J ,1911,c.49
which Part applies to any investigation, inquiry or matter
in relation to which the powers are exercised as if it were
an inquiry under such Part.

l 7 .-(1) A reference to the Minister of Municipal Affairs or f0c~f~isct~sr
the Treasurer of Ontario and Minister of Economics in any Act ftr~~~i;~~al
or regulation shall be deemed to be a reference to the Treasurer Treasurer
of Ontario and Minister of Economics and Intergovernmental
Affairs.
(2) A reference to the Department of Municipal Affairs or ~0efi:~f.coefs
the Department of Treasury and Economics in any Act or ~ft1~1lr~i~~~
regulation shall be deemed to be a reference to the Jlinistry Dept. or
.
.
Trea:mry and
of Treasury, Economics and Intergovernmental Affa!Ts.
Economics
18. This Act shall be deemed to have come into force on the
lst day of April, 1972.

~oe~Fcnce

19. This Act may be cited as The Jl,finistry of Treasury,
Economics and Intergovernmental Affairs Act, 197Z.

Short title

